Arthur’s Time Capsule
In 1973, Arthur’s Centennial year, the Visitor Information Center on the northeast corner of Vine and Progress Streets was completed.  A special concrete vault was poured in the floor of the building to house a solid aluminum container specially built by Progress Industries to be Arthur’s time capsule.  
During the Centennial Celebration held from Saturday, August 18 until Saturday, August 25, individuals and organizations could purchase special $5 and $10 envelopes to put into letters and other memorabilia that would then be deposited into the time capsule.  The money for these envelopes was used to help offset the costs of Centennial Celebration events. 
On August 25, 1973, the last day of the Centennial Celebration, at a public ceremony, the capsule was filled with these envelopes and other Centennial memorabilia and then bolted closed, lowered into its concrete vault, and covered with a heavy granite stone that had engraved upon it “Open in 2023.”
Written on these envelopes were the names of the submitters and the names of the recipients of these envelopes fifty years in the future.  However, there had been no comprehensive listing of the contents of the time capsule.  So by searching through old 1973 newspaper articles, in 2023 a list of people and organizations was compiled who may possibly be recipients of something from the time capsule.  This list was published in the local newspaper and on social media in case they might want to attend the opening of the capsule.
On Saturday, September 2, 2023 the time capsule was opened as the finale of Arthur’s Sesquicentennial Founders’ Day Celebration at Penn Station.  Many of those attending were recipients of envelopes from the time capsule and shared their items and letters from fifty years ago with others at the event. 
After the personal contents were distributed, the time capsule was put on display at the Arthur Public Library for a while and the public was invited to pick up, this time free of charge, special Tyvek envelopes from the Municipal Office for putting items back into the time capsule.  
On Sunday, December 31, 2023, from 1:00-3:00 PM at the Community Building, people had the final opportunity to add an item for inclusion in the time capsule before it was closed for another 50 years after a brief ceremony by Village President, Rod Randall.  For many this was an emotional event thinking that they may not be around to see the time capsule reopened in 2073 or that their envelopes may be received by family members yet unborn.  
This time, not only were the submitters’ and recipients’ names written on the envelopes, but a list of the time capsule’s contents was compiled. The following is that list for future reference:  
Time Capsule Contents
A letter from the people of Arthur in 2023 to the people of Arthur in 2073 by Village President, Rod Randall.
General items from the 1973 time capsule including magazines, catalogues, phonebooks, books, maps, etc.
Items from the 1973 Centennial Celebration like a Centennial plate, coin, charm, guestbook, pins, men’s ties, flag and banners, history of Arthur booklets, and other Centennial memorabilia that was previously in the time capsule.
Items from the 2023 Sesquicentennial Celebration including a box of historical timeline calendars, a box of letter openers, a Sesquicentennial coin and flag, September 2, 2023 Founders’ Day Dinner program information, a photo album, a flash drive of pictures from the Sesquicentennial Celebration, and more.
A special Sesquicentennial Edition of the former Arthur Graphic newspaper, the Final Edition of the newspaper, and the First Edition of the County Chronicle.   
A custom-made table runner honoring Arthur’s Sesquicentennial by resident Rich Buckler.
A copy of Noel Dicks’ book, Arthur, Once Upon a Time, donated by the Arthur Area Association of Commerce and Iris Dicks.
Below are items in envelopes from individuals and organizations in alphabetical order:
2023 Miss, Junior Miss, and Little Miss A.L.A.H. Royalty – Letters and pictures for the 2073 A.L.A.H. Royalty.    
A.L.A.H. High School – Two envelopes containing a letter, handbooks, a yearbook, curriculum information, a contract, programs, etc. for the future administration of A.L.A.H. High School.  
Arianna Cherry – A letter, books, and art for Skye Allison Shearer or the families of.   
Arthur, 1st Grade Class of 2023 – Letters for the 1st Grade Class of 2073. 
Arthur, 3rd Grade Class of 2023 – Letters for the 3rd Grade Class of 2073.  
Arthur, 4th Grade Class of 2023 – Letters for the 4th Grade Class of 2073.  
Arthur, 7th Grade Class of 2023 – Letters to their future self.
Arthur, 8th Grade Class of 2023 – Letters to their future self.
Arthur Boy Scout Troop #74 – A letter, pictures, and patches for Arthur Boy Scout Troop #74.  
Arthur Rotary Club #3250 – A newspaper, magazine, and banner for the Arthur Rotary Club #3250 of 2073.  
Arthur United Methodist Church – Church directory and information for the AUMC in 2073.
Bowyer, Marsha – A letter, pictures, drawings, newspapers, and miscellaneous items for Owen Herschberger.
Bowyer, Marsha – A letter, pictures, drawings, newspapers, and miscellaneous items for Wyatt Herschberger.
Buckler, Sharon & Rich – A letter and thumb drive for Jillian, Denton, and Makai Marner.  
Condill, Bruce & Mary Beth – Pictures and a giraffe-hair bracelet from East Africa for the heirs of Bruce Edward Condill and Mary Beth (McDonald) Condill.   
Daily, John & Sharon – A letter, a coin, and pictures to the family of John & Sharon Daily – Toby & Beth Wiley, Evanger, Kate & Caleb Wiley, DeAnne Daily Drake, Caitlin & Jacob Dicke.  
Eads, Treston & Brianne – Letters and pictures for Kinsley Eads and Tinley Eads.   
Frantz, Luke – A letter for the descendants of Luke Frantz.   
Fustin, Rob – A Warren Family History to the descendants of the Warren family.    
Grant, Jessica & Jarad – Letters and pictures for Hunter Grant, Coye Grant, Ryker Grant, Briggs Grant, Niall Grant, Niam Grant, and Ada Tutlewski.  
Green, Jerelyn & Mike, Monica & Justin, Cory – Letters, pictures, and a plat book for Makenna, Maddie, Jace, Beau Green family.
Green, Makenna – A picture and pageant program from the current Moultrie-Douglas County Fair Queen Pageant Director, Makenna Green, to the Fair Queen Pageant Director in 2073. 
Grimsley, Tiffany & Justin – Letters and pictures for Shelby Grimsley, Watson Grimsley, and Camden Grimsley.
Hale, Jeremy & Stephanie – Letters, pictures, and coins for the family of Emily Hale, Nathan Hale, and Harper Hale.  
Herschberger, Colby – A letter for Wyatt and Owen Herschberger. 
Huffman, Ann (Beals) – A letter from Grandma Great to Ella Claire Martinez.  
Jurgens, Ron – A letter to the Seegmiller family.  
Jurgens, Ron & Donna – Seegmiller, Scott & Stefanie – Letters and pictures for the descendants of Scott & Stefanie Seegmiller.  
Jurgens, Steve & Joyce – Letters and pictures for Andrew & Crystal Jurgens.
Jurgens, Steve & Joyce – Letters and pictures for Laura Jurgens & Michael Griffin.
Jurgens, Steve & Joyce – Letters and pictures for Mary Jurgens &Jordan Knepp. 
Jurgens, Steve & Joyce – Letters and pictures for Andrew Jurgens, Laura Jurgens, Mary Jurgens, and Doug Downs family.
Lee, Nolan & Cindy – A letter to the owner of 317 E Lincoln St, Arthur, IL.  
Marner, Jeff & Jenni – Letters and pictures for Jillian, Denton, and Makai Marner.  
McCarthy, Don & Sally – Pictures and football memorabilia for Matt McCarthy.   
Miller, Tim & Monica – A letter and pictures for the family of Tim & Monica Miller.    
Otto, Elva Lee & Rose Mary Otto – A letter, a ruler, Otto’s Canvas information and pricing for the descendants of Elva Lee & Rose Otto – Melvin Lee, Lisa, Lyle, and Marsha. 
Otto, Melvin – Otto’s Canvas information, a $2 bill, a gold coin, and an Amish Directory for the family of Melvin & Annie Ellen Otto.  
Oye, Bruce & Kathy – Letters and newspapers for the family of Bruce & Kathy Oye.
Oye, Charlie & Casey – Letters, pictures, and Oye’s Hardware information for Myla Oye and/or family.
Oye, Jack & Charity – Letters and pictures for Reese, Ella, Halle, and Mia Oye.
Price, Michelle & Chad – A letter, pictures, and miscellaneous items for Dylan Price.  
Randall, Rod & Carol – A letter and Sesquicentennial memorabilia for Jennifer McCormick and Rob Randall.  
Ray, Justin – Letters, pictures, and a sticker for Chase Ray.
Singer, Ann – Pictures and an envelope for Evan and Logan Singer.   
Singer, Beth Ann – Letters and pictures for Evan Ross Yoder and Logan Yoder.  
Snyder, Sandy – A letter and pictures for Madison Snyder and/or Morgan Cotton.
Watkins, Marilyn – A letter and history for the descendants of John Craig Watkins and Marilyn (Traxler) Watkins, 109 E Douglas St, Arthur, IL.	
Wiley, Toby & Beth – Letters and pictures for Evanger Wiley, Kate Wiley, Caleb Wiley, and descendants.    
Yeakel, Martha Kay (Stock) – Letters and pictures for the descendants of Martha Kay Yeakel – Jason, Kyra, Kaylee, and Addison. 

The contents of the time capsule are entrusted to the Village of Arthur Board of Trustees or to an Arthur Bicentennial Committee appointed by the Board.

