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Façade Grant Program

Program Overview

The Façade Grant Program is designed to assist owners and operators of commercial properties within the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District to improve the appearance of their properties.  The Façade Grant funds are made available through the Village of Arthur TIF and are administered by the Village after approval by the Village Board of Trustees. 

Eligible building owners can receive up to $10,000 in grant money per building on a matching 50/50 basis between the grant money and the property owner, or a newly established business can receive up to a $2500 one-time, non-matching direct grant. Additional funds may be approved by the Village Board of Trustees.

Program funding is limited and will be disbursed on a first-come-first-served basis.  Matching grants may not be reapplied for more often than three years after the completion of a previous façade grant project.   


Eligibility

To be eligible for the grant program, and have expenses reimbursed at the end of the renovation process, a person must:

1. Own a building within the TIF District.  If the owner is not the applicant, a letter of approval from the building owner giving the applicant permission to make the requested changes or updates must be provided.

2. Follow the application process as specified.

3. Have plans approved by the Village Board of Trustees.

4. Complete the renovation process within the designated timeframe, and complete all renovations as originally approved. 

A minimum of two or more types of improvements must be included in the project.  Allowable improvements that may be reimbursed include, but are not limited to:

 	•   Door and window repair or replacement
	•   Exterior painting or paint removal
	•   Masonry repair or replacement
	•   Awning installation, repair, or replacement
	•   Cornice restoration
	•   Sign repair or replacement
	•   Exterior lighting
	•   Storefront refurbishment
	•   Removal of false fronts
	•   Structural engineering and detailed design if necessary
	•   Other labor and materials that enhance the aesthetic quality of the building’s façade.

Design Review

All applications for proposed façade improvements will be reviewed by the Village Board of Trustees.  The Board reserves the right to approve or deny any proposed changes that pertain to the grant request.  Any work not approved by the Board will be ineligible for reimbursement.  

Application Process

Applications are available at the Village of Arthur municipal office at 120 East Progress Street, Arthur, IL during regular business hours.  Only completed applications will be considered.  Grants will be awarded on a first-come-first-served basis as funds are limited. 

Step One

· Submit a completed application to the Village of Arthur.  The application should also include: a written and/or visual description of the project, a detailed estimate of the total project costs, and a statement on how the project meets the criteria set forth on page 3 of this application. 

Step Two
· The Village Board of Trustees will meet to review your application.  Applicants are encouraged to attend this meeting to answer any questions about the project.  

Step Three
· If approved, the applicant will be notified of all the aspects of the project that qualify for reimbursement through the program.  Unless otherwise approved by the Board, work must begin within 90 days of approval and be completed within 12 months to be eligible.  Applicant is responsible for obtaining required permits.  

Completion & Reimbursement

Upon completion of the project, the following documents are required:
1. A financial summary of total project expenses.
2. Copies of all paid invoices to be reviewed for reimbursement.
3. Wavers of lien from contractors.
4. Photographs of the completed improvements. 

Funds will be disbursed only after verification that work has been completed in accordance with the grant application.  A signed written agreement with the Village will also be required before project expenses are reimbursed.  Such agreement will include the provision that none of the applicant’s share of the grant is being provided by other grants, insurance, or other sources of revenue outside of customary business loans and financing. 

Any work done prior to the approval of this application will not be reimbursed unless specifically approved by the Village Board of Trustees.

The property and/or business owner shall be responsible for maintaining the façade without alteration for a minimum of three years, unless approved by the Village Board of Trustees.


Details

1. Money is disbursed as a matching grant on a 50/50 basis (grant funding/property owner funding) up to $10,000 per eligible building. 

2. New businesses can receive up to a $2500 non-matching grant per eligible building.

3. Routine maintenance work and owner-provided labor will not be reimbursed.

4. Improvements done prior to the approval of a grant application are not eligible, unless specifically approved by the Village Board of Trustees.

5. Applicants are encouraged to use local contractors and craftsmen.

6. Façade improvement designs must be approved in advance by the Village Board of Trustees in order to receive reimbursement. 

7. The façade improvement should be complementary to the overall aesthetics of the area, preserving as much historical value as possible if applicable.  

8. No other source of revenue other than regular business financing can be included as part of the property owner’s share of the grant.   

9. Any disagreements with the terms of this program may be submitted in writing to the Village Board of Trustees for review.


Criteria

The project should meet or exceed the following criteria:

· The proposed improvements are consistent with the type of architectural features found in the existing buildings within the district.

· The proposed improvements contain features designed to contribute to aesthetic enhancement.

· The proposed improvements contribute not only to the enhancement of the building’s commercial use, but also to the area as a whole.

· The proposed improvements are compatible with the overall area character.

· The proposed improvements are designed to contribute to the long-term health of the district.  For example, landscape improvements are not as durable as masonry.

· The proposed improvements will enhance the value of the property, provide a good return on investment, and enhance the value of adjacent properties.    







Façade Grant Application


Applicant Name:        ____________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

Property Owner:                                     ____________________________________________

Address of Improvements:  _____________________________________

Name of Business to Occupy Property:                     ___________________________

Home Phone:                                 ________________   Business Phone: ________________

Total Project Cost: __________                                 Grant Amount Requested: ___________


			Signature of Owner:                        ____________________________

RETURN COMPLETED APPLICATION along with a written and/or visual description of the project, a detailed estimate of the total project costs, and a statement on how the project meets the criteria set forth on page 3 of this application TO:
							Village of Arthur Board of Trustees
							120 East Progress Street
							Arthur, IL 61911

For office use only

Date Application Received ___________  Date Application Approved __________

Date Work Commenced ____________  Date Work Completed ____________

Date Invoices Submitted ____________Amount of Invoices Submitted __________ 
 
Amount of Invoices Approved for Reimbursement ____________

Date Project Completed and Funds Disbursed ____________
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